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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . This action is in reply to the Amendment filed on 3-3-2009. 

2. Claims 1,19, 36, and 40 have been amended. 

3. Claims 39 and 43 have been cancelled. 

4. Claims 46-52 have been added. 

5. Claims 1-38, 40-42, and 44-52 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Priority 

6. Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(e) 
or under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

7. The Information Disclosure Statements filed on 3-3-2009 has been considered. 
An initialed copy of the Form 1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed in regards to the 35 USC 101 rejection have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. The applicant has attempted to overcome 
the rejection, however, the applicant's arguments are not sufficient. The rejection under 
35 USC 101 has been further detailed in an attempt to clarify the rejection. 
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9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-38, 40-42, and 44-52 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, the 
examiner wishes to address applicant's argument regarding how the interface means is 
connected to the financial institution. 

1 0. The applicant contends "the customer deal directly with their financial institution 
and no secure information needs to be provided to the merchant or any other non- 
trusted party." The examiner disagrees. An "interface means which is arranged to be 
initiated via a merchant site and is arranged to provide a connection to a financial 
institution application" is not a direct connection between the interface means and the 
financial institution. This may be as simple as a interface means passing a security 
means to the merchant and from the merchant to the financial institution. This is also a 
connection between the interface means and a financial institution via a merchant. 



Claim Objections 

Previous claim objections have been removed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
11. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefore, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-38, 40-42, and 44-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Based on Supreme Court 
precedent, a proper process must be tied to another statutory class or transform 
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underlying subject matter to a different state or thing (Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 
184 (1981); Parker v. Flook, 437 U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 
U.S. 63, 70 (1972); Cochrane v. Deener, 94 U.S. 780,787-88 (1876)). The independent 
claim 1 states a system which includes steps such as "arranged to be initiated," and 
arranged." It is unclear what part of the system is arranged to perform these steps. The 
claim further states "processing of payment." It is unclear what part of the system 
processes the payment. The claim further states "the connection being implemented." 
It is unclear what part of the system is performing the implementing. This is not 
sufficient to tie the process claim to a particular apparatus in another statutory class. To 
qualify as a statutory process, the claim should positively recite the other statutory class 
to which it is tied, for example by identifying the apparatus that accomplished the 
method steps (In re Bilski, 545 F.3d 943, 88 USPQ2d 1385 (Fed. Cir. 2008)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 1-5, 7-22, 24-36, 40, and 44-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Chen et al., US Patent 5,590,197. 



14. As per claims 1, 19, 36, and 40: 
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Chen teaches: 

• an interface means which is arranged to be initiated via a merchant site and is 
arranged to provide a connection to a financial institution application of a financial 
institution holding an account of the customer (the account provider, see at least 
column 6 line 13-19) to enable processing of the payment, from the account of 
the customer via the financial institution application, to a merchant account (see 
at least column 5 line 42-60), 

• the financial institution application requiring a security means to enable 
processing of the payment, the connection being implemented to enable the 
security means to be obtained via a customer computing system (see at least 
column 4 line 63-66) 

Examiner notes: the following sections of the claim are considered intended use, thus 
given no patentable weight: 

• to enable processing of the payment, from the account of the customer via the 
financial institution application, to a merchant account 

• to enable processing of the payment, the connection being implemented to 
enable the security means to be obtained via a customer computing system 

1 5. As per claims 2 and 20 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the interface means is arranged to enable the payment to proceed in 
real time (see at least column 6 line 28-57, the steps of the transaction are 
carried out in real time). 
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16. As per claims 3 and 21 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the interface means is arranged to enable the payment to occur during 
the product transaction (see at least column 6 line 28-57). 

1 7. As per claims 4 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the interface means is arranged to be initiated by way of a customer 
computing system accessing the merchant site (see at least column 6 line 28- 
57). 

18. As per claims 5 and 22 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the interface means is arranged to generate confirmation to a merchant 
system that payment has occurred (see at least page column 6 line 28-57). 

1 9. As per claims 7 and 24 Chen further teaches: 

• the interface means being arranged to obtain transaction details and provide the 
details to the financial institution application to facilitate payment (see at least 
column 6 line 28-57). 

20. As per claims 8 and 25 Chen further teaches: 
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• wherein the transaction details include the payment amount (see at least column 
6 line 28-57, the payment amount must be included in the transaction details so 
that the account provider may approve the transaction). 

21 . As per claims 9 and 26 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the transaction details include a merchant account identifier (see at least 
column 6 line 28-57, the merchant embeds information the merchant needs to 
provide the account servicer, including such items as a merchant identifier). 

Examiner notes: the merchant identifier is not patentably different from information the 
merchant needs to provide the account servicer because both of these are merchant 
identifying information. 

22. As per claims 10 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the financial institution application is a known pre-existing financial 
institution application (see at least column 6 line 28-57). 

23. As per claims 11 and 27 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the security means is obtained by enabling the customer to enter the 
security means via the customer computing system (see at least column 6 line 
28-57). 

24. As per claims 12 and 28 Chen further teaches: 
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• wherein the security means is stored in a storage location accessible via the 
customer computing system, and the security means are obtained from the 
storage location via the customer computing system (see at least column 6 line 
28-57). 

25. As per claims 13 and 29 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the security means is stored in encrypted form, and wherein the 
interface means is arranged to decrypt the encrypted security means (see at 
least column 5 line 61 to column 6 line 6) 

26. As per claims 14 and 30 Chen further teaches: 

• the system including storage means for storing decryption keys for decrypting 
encrypted security means (see at least column 5 line 61 to column 6 line). 

27. As per claims 15 and 31 Chen further teaches: 

• further including a database arranged to store transaction details of transactions 
(see at least column 6 line 28-57, as the transaction details are sent between the 
computers, the computers must in some way save the information either in ram, 
cache, hard drive or some other form of memory for processing). 



28. 



As per claims 16 Chen further teaches: 
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• wherein the database is arranged to be accessible by a merchant system to 
enable a merchant to obtain details of transactions that they are associated with 
(see at least column 6 line 28-57, the memory in the merchant computer's 
computer). 

29. As per claims 17 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the database is arranged to be accessible by customer computing 
systems to enable customers to obtain details of transactions that they are 
associated with (see at least column 6 line 28-57, the customer's computer 
memory). 

30. As per claims 18 and 32 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the interface means is a software agent (see at least column 4 line 43- 
62). 

31 . As per claims 33, 34, 35, 44 and 45 Chen further teaches: 

• An operating system (inherently the computer runs on an operating system) that 
has a computer readable medium (inherently computers have some type of 
medium for it to store and read information) that provides a computer program 
instructions to a computer (inherently, computers take instructions from a 
computer readable medium to perform commands form a user, see at least 
column 4 line 43-62). 
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32. As per claims 46-52 Chen further teaches: 

• wherein the financial institution application is an internet banking application (see 
at least column 6 line 12-18, the account provider) 

• wherein the connection is implemented to connect the financial institution 
application to the customer computing system (see at least column 6 line 28-57). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

33. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

34. Claims 6, 23, 37 and 41are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chen et al., US Patent 5,590,197. 

35. As per claims 6 and 23: 

Chen teaches claim 5. He does not specifically teach that the payment confirmation 
to the merchant is a secure connection. However, Chen further teaches that 
communication may be encrypted, see at least column 5 line 60 to column 6 line 6. 
This is a secure connection because this prevents third party access to the information. 
Together these embodiments of Chen teach: 
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• wherein the system is arranged to provide a secure connection between the 
financial institution application and the merchant system for generation of 
confirmation that payment has occurred (see at least page 8 line 26-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to secure the communication between the merchant and the financial 
institution in increase security and reduce losses due to theft. 

36. As per claims 37 and 41 : 

Chen teaches claims 36 and 40. He does not teach that the communications are in the 
form of e-mails. However, the examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well 
known in the finance arts to make communications in the form of e-mail messages. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
communicate through e-mail messages to quickly communicate between parties. 

37. Claims 38 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chen etal., US Patent 5,590,1 97in view of Mascavage, US 2003/0154164. 

38. As per claims 38 and 42: 

Chen teaches claims 36 and 40 as described above. He does not teach that the 
message includes a link to a payment means. However, Mascavage teaches: 

• Wherein the system message includes a link to enable connection to the 
payment means (see at least paragraph 0057). 
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Together Chen and Mascavage teach an online payment system that includes a 
message that has a link to a payment means. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine these two with motivation 
to enable fast and reliable person to person electronic payments. 
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Conclusion 

39. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan Tran whose telephone number is 571-270-1832. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Thuan Tran 
Patent Examiner 
4-20-2009 



/Stefanos Karmis/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



